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MINUTES 
Troutdale City Council – Regular Meeting 

Troutdale Police Community Center – Kellogg Room 
234 SW Kendall Court 
Troutdale, OR  97060 

Tuesday, October 8, 2024 – 7:00PM 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL, AGENDA UPDATE
Mayor Lauer called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

PRESENT: Mayor Lauer, Councilor Ripma, Councilor Caswell, Councilor Wunn, Councilor 
White, Councilor Wittren and Councilor Glantz. 

ABSENT: None. 

STAFF:  Ray Young, City Manager; Sarah Skroch, City Recorder; Ed Trompke, City 
Attorney; Erika Palmer, Community Development Director; Marlee Boxler, 
Economic Development Coordinator and Jona Jacobsen, Parks & Facilities 
Superintendent.  

GUESTS:  Tanney Staffenson, Troutdale Resident; and see attached list for Zoom guests. 

Mayor Lauer asked for agenda updates. 

Ray Young, City Manager, replied there are no updates. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT:  Public comment on non-agenda and consent agenda items is
welcome at this time.

Tanney Staffenson, Troutdale resident, stated his comment is about campaign signs. He hasn’t 
seen a sign problem since the year there were 5 sitting Councilors running for Mayor. It’s 
disappointing. He was reading through the Council handbook under tab 2 and it talks about 
signs and where they can and can’t be placed. The City always ends up with signs in the right-
of-way (ROW). The Planning Commission tried to write sign codes and have tried to address 
the issues and that’s why people have been calling him about signs. The City, County and 
State cannot endorse candidates so signs should really not be on any city-owned property or 
state and county owned property. It’s disappointing. Ordinances apply to everybody.  

3. PRESENTATION:  Mt. Hood Regulatory Commission’s (MHCRC) future planning
education session.

Norm Thomas, MHCRC Commissioner, stated he is the Troutdale representative for the 
MHCRC and they will be giving a briefing on what MHCRC has been working on. 
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Reed Wagner, NEX Strategies Partner, stated he and his partner at NEX, Autumn Carter, are 
a part of a consulting team that’s supporting in the strategic planning of the MHCRC and 
rethinking about the IGA that was last looked at in 1998. He is joined by Julia DeGraw, MHCRC 
Chair, John Lugton, MetroEast Director of Production Services and David Elkin, MetroEast 
Director of Technology. 
 
Reed Wagner stated they will be discussing MHCRC’s key role as a cable industry regulator, 
community media funder and policy advocate. They will talk about the changing landscape in 
the cable industry and how that’s impacting MHCRC and thus impacting revenues that come 
through and the structure of what is in place now. He emphasized the importance of proactively 
exploring these issues.  
 
John Lugton stated MetroEast is a non-profit community media center and a big thing they do 
is teach people how to create their own media. They have workshops, studios, a music 
recording booth or a podcast recording booth at their studio in Gresham. They have youth 
workshops, internships and volunteer opportunities. He stated they are trying to reach people 
with media education of all ages. They have a membership model and it’s very affordable and 
they do offer scholarships if someone can’t afford memberships. They are an Emmy nominated 
production team.  
 
Autumn Carter and Reed Wagner with NEX Strategies presented a PowerPoint (attached as 
Exhibit A).  
 
Councilor Glantz asked if the ROW is just for cable. 
 
Julie DeGraw stated it’s limited to just cable, but that same broadband is used to deliver very 
similar services in a different format on the same broadband. She would like MHCRC to 
regulate and gain some benefit to public to get outside of the cable box. 
 
Councilor Ripma stated there’s been a strong case made for the continued funding of the 
MHCRC and MetroEast. He asked if anyone has gotten authority to regulate broadband.  
 
Autumn Carter stated there are attempts across the country, but this is in flux and there are 
also politics involved at a federal level. It’s regulated today but there is no local authority. There 
are cases making their way through the courts. 
 
Mayor Lauer opened public comment 7:48pm. 
 
Katmeow Garcia, Portland resident, stated she is currently the director of Community Media 
Open Signal. She is also on the national board called the Alliance for Community Media and 
they are supported by a foundation that does lobbying work in D.C. She travels to D.C. twice a 
year to talk with representatives about protecting community media and supporting community 
media. There are some states that are pushing through federal regulations like Michigan, 
Minnesota and Vermont and there is traction federally.  
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Mayor Lauer closed public comment 7:50pm. 
 
4.  RESOLUTION:  A resolution accepting the Main Streets on Halsey Cross Section and 

Street Design Plan. 
Erika Palmer, Community Development Director, gave a brief overview of the staff report and 
presented a PowerPoint (attached as Exhibit B) with Marlee Boxler, Economic Development 
Coordinator. She stated that Allison Boyd and Brad Choi with Multnomah County are on Zoom 
for the meeting and also Matt Bell with Kittelson. 
 
Councilor Glantz stated she wants to be clear on a couple of things. She noticed in the 
presentation it talks about building height and it talks about Fairview and Wood Village added 
height, but Troutdale did not. She asked if that was still the case. 
 
Erika Palmer replied that is correct. 
 
Councilor Glantz stated she appreciates that this is Multnomah County’s road, but she thought 
she saw Troutdale and some dollar figures. She asked if any of the funding for this comes from 
Troutdale as well as the County.  
 
Erika Palmer stated there are going to be a lot of different conversations about funding 
packages in the future. 
 
Allison Boyd, Multnomah County Transportation Planning Manager, stated this is a beginning 
stage of providing the concept of what the County is looking at and the high-level cost 
estimates. This is going to give them a really great baseline to start looking at how they can 
actually implement it. The County is looking forward to being able to start working on an 
implementation strategy if the cities move forward with it.  
 
Councilor Glantz asked about maintenance and landowners having responsibility for 
maintenance. 
 
Marlee Boxler stated that currently the landscaping strips are the responsibility of the adjacent 
owners and the same for the sidewalk and planter strips.  
 
Councilor White stated there were some big projects that just went in on Halsey. Eagle Ridge 
had to create a whole new lane when they built, and they did all their own sidewalks, and it 
didn’t cost taxpayers anything. He wants to know why that isn’t happening with the big 
apartment complexes that have been built. 
 
Ray Young stated that the Eagle Ridge build was conditional use.  
 
Marlee Boxler stated this isn’t conditional use and this plan isn’t in place yet so they can’t ask 
them to do something that isn’t in the standards. 
 
Councilor White asked about Planning Commission’s thoughts on the plan. 
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Erika Palmer stated that the Planning Commission, overall, was very supportive. They provided 
additional input on lighting and safety solutions. It wasn’t put in front of the Planning 
Commission to make a recommendation to Council because an ordinance wasn’t needed, and 
the Transportation System Plan didn’t get any changes. She stated she didn’t hear anything 
negative from the Planning Commission.  
 
Councilor Ripma stated he couldn’t find anything he doesn’t like in the plan. It all looks pretty 
good. He’s worried about the money but that sounds like it’s down the road. 
 
Mayor Lauer opened public comment 8:41pm. 
 
None. 
 
Mayor Lauer closed public comment 8:41pm. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Wittren moved to approve a resolution accepting the Main Streets 

on Halsey Cross Section and Street Design Plan. Seconded by Councilor 
Ripma.  

 
VOTE:     Councilor Glantz – No; Councilor Ripma – Yes; Councilor Caswell – Yes; 

Councilor Wunn – Yes; Mayor Lauer – No; Councilor White – Yes and 
Councilor Wittren – Yes. 

 
Motion passed 5-2. 
 
5. REPORT:  A report on the 1st year of dogs being allowed in select Parks. 
Travis Hultin, Public Works Director, gave a brief overview of the staff report.  
 
Mayor Lauer opened public comment 8:54pm. 
 
Paul Wilcox, Troutdale resident, stated the staff report was very well written, comprehensive 
and unbiased. He added that parks could add a database for repeat offenders. 
 
Travis Hultin stated it’s hard to track repeat offenders unless they are cited but enforcement 
will recognize repeat offenders.  
 
Mayor Lauer closed public comment 8:57pm. 
 
6. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 
Ray Young provided the following staff communications: 

• The BESS battery tour is 10/30 at 9am, email Erika Palmer to schedule  
• Planning Commission meeting tomorrow about the Halstead Development on 257th 
• Thursday at 1:30pm is the groundbreaking for the Sandy Riverfront Trail and 

immediately following is the ribbon cutting for the Ch’ak Ch’ak Trail 
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• The 10/22 City Council meeting is cancelled 
 
7. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS 
Councilor Glantz wished good luck to everyone campaigning. She shared that the City of 
Melbourne in Australia allows people to email a tree. The original intention was to let resident’s 
voice issues about a tree but now visitors and residents write compliments to the trees.  
 
Councilor Ripma stated that on October 20th the Troutdale Historical Society is hosting a 
program at 2pm at the Sam Cox Building about the Columbus Day Storm of 1962 which is the 
biggest storm in Oregon history. It’s free to attend. 
 
Councilor White stated he will be attending the 99th League of Oregon Cities Conference in 
Bend this year. He’s gone to every conference since he’s been on Council. He’s going to talk 
to ODFW about no smelt harvest this year. He’s excited about the trail dedication. 
 
Mayor Lauer wished everybody a Happy Halloween. 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION: Councilor Ripma moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilor White.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:03pm.     
 
 
 
 
 
 Randy Lauer, Mayor           
 Dated: November 13, 2024 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
Kenda Rimes, Deputy City Recorder 
 



Name (original name) Email Join time Leave time
Duration 
(minutes)

Troutdale Conferencing troutconf@troutdaleoregon.gov 10/8/2024 18:32 10/8/2024 21:03 152
MetroEast 10/8/2024 18:32 10/8/2024 21:03 152
Testimony Table 10/8/2024 18:32 10/8/2024 21:03 152
Paul Wilcox 10/8/2024 18:40 10/8/2024 18:40 1
Troutdale Conferencing troutconf@troutdaleoregon.gov 10/8/2024 18:46 10/8/2024 21:03 138
Paul Wilcox 10/8/2024 18:47 10/8/2024 21:03 137
Jordan Wittren 10/8/2024 18:48 10/8/2024 21:03 136
Alison Brown 10/8/2024 18:52 10/8/2024 21:03 132
Randy Lauer 10/8/2024 18:53 10/8/2024 21:03 131
Geoffrey Wunn 10/8/2024 18:54 10/8/2024 21:03 129
Autumn Carter (she/her) - NEX Strategies 10/8/2024 18:55 10/8/2024 19:50 56
Tanney Staffenson 10/8/2024 18:55 10/8/2024 20:37 103
Sandy Glantz 10/8/2024 18:56 10/8/2024 21:03 128
Matt Lawrence 10/8/2024 18:57 10/8/2024 21:03 127
ray.young 10/8/2024 18:58 10/8/2024 21:03 126
Councilor Ripma (Speaker) 10/8/2024 18:58 10/8/2024 21:03 126
Matt Bell - Kittelson 10/8/2024 19:00 10/8/2024 20:47 107
Allison Boyd, Multnomah County 10/8/2024 19:01 10/8/2024 20:47 106
Julia DeGraw (she/her)# MHCRC Chair 10/8/2024 19:03 10/8/2024 20:12 70
Katmeow Garcia 10/8/2024 19:04 10/8/2024 19:50 47
Brad Choi# Multnomah County (Brad Choi) 10/8/2024 19:04 10/8/2024 20:47 103

October 8, 2024 City Council Regular Meeting - Zoom Guests
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